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Return to an Order of the House of Commons, of 16 June 1814 \—fov 

Copy of a LETTER from The Lord Lieutenant to the Board of 
Treasury of Ireland , on the subject of the Office of Teller 
of the Exchequer, and of any Answer from the Lords of the 
Treasury to The Lord Lieutenant, respecting the same. 



.Copy -of a LETTER from the Right Honourable Robert Peel, to the 
Lords Commissioners of Ilis Majesty’s Treasury, in Ireland. 

My Lords, Dublin Castle, 26th March 1814- 

I HAVE it in command from His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, to transmit 
to your Lordships the accompanying Report of the Commissioners appointed 
to inquire into the Fees, Gratuities, Perquisites and Emoluments, which are or 
have been lately received in certain Public Offices in Ireland, and also to examine 
into any Abuses which may exist in the same, &c. &c.; and lam directed by 
His Excellency, to request, that you will take the same into your consideration. 
I am also desired to call your Lordships particular attention to that part of the 
Report w hich relates to the Accounts of the Teller of the . Exchequer , and which 
states, that the Commissioners had discovered, after a very laborious investigation, 
that the Deputy Teller had in his hands large sums of Public Money; and that there 
had been, at different periods, irregularities in his Accounts, and in the conduct of his 
Office, calculated to conceal the real state of the Money transactions of the Treasury : 
And I am further directed by His Excellency, to request, that He may be favoured 
with your Lordships opinion, in the first instance, upon the measures which it may 
be proper to take, in consequence of that part of the Report of the Commissioners. 

I have the honour to be, 

My Lords, 

Your Lordships most obedient humble Servant, 
(Signed) R. PEEL. 

The Lords of the Treasury, 

See. Sec. Sec. 



Treasury Chambers, 

23d June 1814. 

(A true Copy) 

G. Cavendish. 
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CORRESPONPEJiICE RUATIK TO THE TELLER 



Copy of a LETTER and Enclosure, from the Hon. George Cavendish 
to the Right Hon. Robert Peel. 

• 'S I R, Treasury Chambers, 24th May 1814. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, to acknowledge 
the receipt- of your Letter of the -26th March, transmitting, by command of llis 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, the Report of the Commissioners appointed to 
inquire into the Fees, Perquisites and Emoluments, which are or have been lately 
received in certain Public Offices, and also to examine into any Abuse which may 
exist in the same, &c. and requesting that their Lordships will take the same into 
consideration ; calling their particular attention to that part of the Report which 
relates to the Accounts of the Teller of the Exchequer ; and which states, that the 
Commissioners had discovered, alter a very laborious investigation, that the Deputy 
Teller had in his hands large sums of the public Money ; and that there had been, at 
different periods, irregularities in liis Accounts, and in the conduct of his Office, 
calculated to conceal the real state of the Money transactions _of the Treasury : And 
further requesting, that you may be favoured with their Lordships opinion, in the first 
instance, upon the measures which it may be proper to take, in consequence of that 
part of the Report of the Commissioners of Inquiry. 

In answer thereto I ran commanded to state to you, That their Lordships, having 
-communicated the same to the Teller of the Exchequer, and called upon him for such 
explanation of his conduct as he might be able to give, they have received from him, 
in reply, a Letter, a copy of which, by their Lordships commands, I have the honour 
to transmit herewith. In said Letter, it is not denied by that Officer, that there were 
retained large sums of Public Money, or that there had been, at different periods, 
those - irregularities in the conduct of his Office,' which liave been described. Their 
Lordships being desirous that there should be, before His Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant, in considering all the matters detailed in the Report upon the Tellers 
Office, whatever the Teller himself may be able to urge in his exculpation ; it is 
therefore I am commanded by them, to transmit to you his reply. At the same time 
they cannot forbear to observe, that they never have admitted, nor never can admit, 
the distinction attempted to be drawn between the Teller of the Exchequer, and anv 
person, on whom he, of his own responsibility, may devolve the discharge of his 
official (fifties. To recognize any responsible Deputy, in an office of such importance, 
would be not less prejudicial to the public interest, than irreconcileable with the 
-ancient and unvaried usage -of the Treasury. 

In accepting your Letter, addressed to them by -command of the Lord Lieutenant, 
their Lordships have admitted of the designation of Deputy Teller of the Exchequer, 
because it appeared to them to be a reciting only of the expressions used by the 
Commissioners of Inquiry in their Report to His Excellency ;■ and I am commanded 
by their Lordships to say, that they now notice it only lor the purpose of protesting 
.against such a distinction. 

-His Excellency having been pleased to desire the opinion of my Lords Commis- 
sioners, in the first instance, upon the measures which it may be proper to take, in 
consequence of that part of the Report of the Commissioners of Inquiry w’hich 
relates to the Teller’s Office; — I am commanded by their Lordships, to state to you, 
for the information of the Lord Lieutenant, that previously to said Report being made 
to His Excellency, by the Commissioners of Inquiry, and immediately on the circum- 
stances which had taken place being known to their Lordships, they adopted such 
regulations and issued such orders, for the management and control of the Office of 
Teller of the Exchequer, ac effectually to preclude the possibility of a recurrence of 
practices similar to those which had taken place in that Office; as appears by copies of 
their Lordships Minutes on the subject, contained’in the Appendix to the said Report 
(pages 129 & 131.) That though, in their Lordships opinion, those regulations and 
orders are as well calculated as any that could be devised, to prevent the receipt 
of public Money passing through the. hands of the Teller of the Exchequer, and to 
guard against a repetition of the irregularities committed in that Office ; yet, with 
the example before them, they deem it necessary to propose to Parliament, through 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer (of wldch notice has been already given) a Legis- 
lative Enactment, by which severe Penalties should attach to any future violation of 
such orders as their Lordships have issued, or may issue, for the regulation of those 
Departments subject to their control. 

An 
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An Act became the more necessary, as the irregularities which have been 
detected by the Commissioners of Inquiry, and which have not been denied by the 
Teller of the Exchequer, would not have occurred, if the former orders issued by 
their Lordships both to him and to the Clerk of the Pells, whose bounden duty it 
was (see page 32 of the Report) to check, from materials in his Office, the Accounts 
•of the Teller, and report thereon to their Lordships, in the event of any impro- 
prieties appearing thereon, had not been violated or unattended to ; and had not such 
disobedience or inattention been concealed, by the Form of Account alluded to by 
the Commissioners of Inquiry. 

On the preceding irregularities in the Office of the Teller of the Exchequer, 
their Lordships decline further to observe ; the conduct of his Office, as well as of all 
those in their Lordships department, have been made the subject of special 
examination and report, by a Commission appointed by Parliament. 

And I have now only to re-state, that their Lordships have taken those steps 
which it was competent' for them to take, for the future security of the public Money, 
and.for the service of the departments, which are committed to their administration. 

I have the honour to be, 



Treasury Chambers, 

23d June 1814. 

(A true Copy) 

G. Cavendish. 



Sc C. &c. &c. 

GEO. CAVENDISH. 



(Enclosure.) 

SIR, Treasury, 1 2 April 1814. 

I HAVE had the honour of receiving your Letter of the 9th instant, enclosing 
one from Mr. Peel to the Lords of the Treasury. 

I have read the Report of the Commissioners of Inquiry, and have only to say, 
that the irregularities stated in it wore entirely without my knowledge ; and that 
I am unable to throw any further light upon the subject, than the Report has already 
given. 

I had no other motive in appointing Mr. Hume, than his very high character, 
and the unquestionable security he gave me. 

The appointment has so far proved fortunate, that I believe there never was an 
instance of so large a sum of money being paid in, by any Public Officer, so 
immediately on being demanded. 

I now understand, that Mr. Hume is not in possession of one shilling of Public 
Money ; and that, from the orders of the Lords of. the Treasury, under which the 
Office is now regulated, it is impossible for similar improprieties to occur. 

I have, &c. &c. & c. 

(Signed) R. Neviel. 



Treasury Chambers, 

23d June 1814. 

(A true Copy) 

G. Cavendish. 
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